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BOOK REVIEWS. 



NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS OF ILLINOIS, 

1814-1879. 

Edited by Franklin William Scott. University of Illinois. 

Reviewed by Solon J. Buck. 

Springfield, Illinois State Historical Library, 1910. cvi, 
610 pp. (Illinois Historical Collections, VI, Bibliographi- 
cal Series, I.) 

The Illinois State Historical Library has performed a 
two-fold service in bringing out this bibliography of all 
newspapers and periodicals published in the State prior 
to 1880; it has supplied the materials for a history of 
journalism in Illinois; and it has furnished students of 
western history with a most valuable bibliographical tool. 
Although nominally a new edition of James and Loveless ' 
newspapers published in Illinois prior to 1860 (HI. 
State Hist. Library, Publ. No. 1) ; it is so much more com- 
plete and comprehensive than that pamphlet as to be 
practically a new work. So far as is known, nothing like 
this has been attempted in any other state, the Annotated 
Catalogue of Newspaper Files in the Library of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin being the nearest ap- 
proach to it, but it is to be hoped that similar compilations 
will eventually be made for all the other states. 

The bibliography proper is preceded by an introduction 
of about eighty pages in which Mr. Scott sketches the 
history of journalism in Illinois. The nature of this 
sketch is well indicated in the opening paragraph in which 
its purpose is stated to be "to deal with the beginnings of 
Hlinois journalism and to a less extent to suggest the re- 
lation of the newspaper to the manifold successive ele- 
ments that have entered in the making of the State— popu- 
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lation, transportation, communication, politics, education, 
and other materials and methods of economic and social 
development; and to record some important tendencies 
and certain isolated facts not now conveniently accessible 
elsewhere/ ' With an eye for picturesque details and 
lively incidents, Mr. Scott has given us an entertaining 
narrative which is a genuine contribution to the history 
of the State. Especially valuable are his accounts of the 
part played by the press in the contest during 1822-1824 
over the proposed constitutional convention to make Illi- 
nois a slave state; and his discussion of the attitude of 
the political papers during the period of party reorgani- 
zation in the fifties. 

The body of the volume comprises an annotated list of 
some three thousand newspapers and periodicals arranged 
in alphabetical order by towns and chronologically in the 
order of their foundation under each town with the excep- 
tion that papers which are merely continuations under 
a different name of some other paper are placed with their 
predecessors. The annotations give information about 
dates of publication, editors or proprietors, the character 
or political affiliation of the paper, and occasionally sig- 
nificant episodes in its career. In a few cases, but not as 
often as one might wish, a statement is made as to files 
in the offices of such papers as are still published. This 
part of the work occupies a little over half of the volume 
and is followed by "A list of Illinois newspapers and 
periodicals in Illinois libraries arranged alphabetically 
by towns, to which is added lists of Illinois newspapers 
and periodicals in the Library of Congress, the Library 
of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, the Mercan- 
tile Library, St. Louis, the Library of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, Worcester, Mass., and others." The 
" others' ' are the Boston Public Library, the Lenox Li- 
brary and the New York State Library at Albany. One 
is tempted to wish that the library of the State Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania and some of the more important 
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libraries in Ohio might have been included. The New 
York State library list contains single numbers or par- 
tial files of nearly 300 Illinois papers, all of which have 
probably been destroyed by the recent conflagration in 
the state capitol at Albany. To this section of the book 
the bibliography proper serves as an index by means of 
guide letters following the entries of those papers of 
which files or copies are listed. The serviceability of the 
book as a bibliographical tool would have been enhanced 
by the mention of principal files in connection with the 
annotations. It is not conducive to the peace of mind of 
the historical student to look for a file of a paper in the 
lists of a half dozen different libraries when all or nearly 
all of them are found to have but one or two issues. 

Next in the volume appears a " Table showing the num- 
ber of newspapers and periodicals begun each year from 
1814 to 1879, inclusive/ ' followed by a "Chronological 
List, 1814-1850,' ' in which the papers are arranged under 
the dates of their foundation. The usefulness of this 
section for bibliographical purposes would have been ma- 
terially increased by the addition of inclusive dates for 
each paper, with possibly an arrangement by decades as 
in the Wisconsin Historical Society's Annotated Cata- 
logue. The lack of these features makes it a matter of no 
small amount of labor to find out what were the papers 
published during any particular period, as, for example, 
the civil war. More than one-quarter of the volume is 
occupied by three indices. From the index to news- 
papers can be readily learned what have been the most 
popular names with Illinois newspapers. Under Demo- 
crat, Republican, News, Times, Journal, Gazette, Herald, 
and Independent are listed from one to two hundred 
papers each. The index to names furnishes a key to the 
careers of a large number of Illinois journalists and the 
index to counties makes it possible to locate readily all 
of the papers published in any one county. It would prob- 
ably have been better, however, since the volume will be 
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used extensively by local historians, to have grouped all 
of the towns in each comity together in the bibliography 
itself, with an index to towns which might possibly have 
been combined with the index to newspapers. In view of 
the strictly alphabetical arrangement of the body of the 
volume, the usefulness of the eleven page alphabetical list 
of towns in the table of contents is not apparent. The 
convenience of the indices would also have been enhanced 
if the items could have been numbered and the book in- 
dexed by numbers instead of pages. 

That every publication, no matter how fugitive, in the 
form of a newspaper or periodical, which has seen the 
light in Illinois during the period covered, has found a 
place in the volume is not to be expected. Nor is it within 
the bounds of possibility that the annotations, containing 
a mass of detail, and based of necessity largely upon such 
unreliable things as county histories and the memory of 
editors, can be free from error. It appears to be true, 
however, that the work is as complete as much skill and 
unlimited industry on the part of the compiler, together 
with liberal appropriations on the part of the State His- 
torical Library, could make it in a reasonable length of 
time. Two pages of additions are inserted following page 
361 and one paper— the Carlyle Daily Democrat, which 
is mentioned in the introduction (p. lxx), does not appear 
tinder Carlyle in the main bibliography. 

One somewhat surprising and also somewhat discour- 
aging fact developed by the volume and mentioned by Mr. 
Scott in his preface, is that of but a very small proportion 
of the papers which have been published in the State are 
anything like complete files known to be in existence. 
Many of these publications have, without doubt, passed 
into utter oblivion, but it is also certain that a consider- 
able numbed of unique files are still in the possession of 
editors, ex-editors or their descendants or of "oldest in- 
habitants"— for many people habitually saved their 
paper in the early day. All such files are subject to the 



239 

ravages of mice and fire and the still more destructive 
house-cleaning and one can respond with a hearty 
"amen" to the hope expressed by Mr. Scott that the pub- 
lication of this work may lead to the deposit of some of 
these files in library buildings where they will be safe 
from flames and accessible to students. 

Possibly the compiler of the volume may have been less 
interested in the work as a bibliographical tool for his- 
torical students than as a collection of materials for a 
history of journalism in the State — the preface contains 
a promise of such a history, which it is to be hoped will be 
forth-coming. However, that may have been, the volume 
will be so thoroughly indispensable to all who expect to 
use the newspapers of Illinois as sources for history, that 
all criticisms seem captious and would not be offered were 
it not for the possibility that they may serve as sugges- 
tions for a future edition or for similar undertakings in 
other states. 



LIFE OF JONATHAN BALDWIN TURNER. 

BY HIS DAUGHTER, MART TURNER CARRIEL, THE FIRST WOMAN 

ELECTED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS. 

The above is the full title of a most interesting and 
important book relating to the educational history of 
Illinois which has just been published by the author. 

This is a charming biography of a great man whose 
gentleness and simplicity of life and character were dis- 
tinguishing traits. No attempt is made to deal with 
politics or policies, but Mrs. Carriel has attempted to 
show (and she has succeeded) the agency of Professor 
Turner in the beginnings of the Land Grant Industrial 
University Movement to which he devoted so many years 
of wise, patient and fruitful labor. This book will show 
from a closer personal standpoint what President E. J. 
James has proven in his thesis published as a study of 



